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Helpful Information

You have made it to your junior year and many important decisions lie ahead of you.  What should you be doing to get ahead of the game?  I have compiled a list of items I feel may be helpful to you as you prepare to wrap up your junior year.  Most important, ASK IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS.  I cannot help you if I do not know what it is you need help with.
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We go to school for many different reasons.  Some of you will go to a school because you want to be able to support yourself and your future family.  Some will go to a school because it seems like the cool thing to do and your friends are going or your parents are suggesting that you go.  Others of you will enter the work force or military.  
Regardless of the reason, there is something out there that will fit both your needs and personality.  It is your job to find it!
Types of schools:

State Universities- There are 6 Regent schools state-wide.  They all receive funding from the state of Kansas. 

Private Colleges –  These are smaller schools which rely on private donations to fund their schools.

Community Colleges – 2 year schools which offer specific training or an associate’s degree.  There are also programs which will transfer to a four year school.

Vocational Schools – one or two year schools which provide specific training.
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Upcoming ACT Dates*:

Feb. 6, 2010
April 10, 2010
June 12, 2010
· you must register a month ahead of time.

See me for a registration packet OR register on-line at www.act.org
Do you have what it takes?
To attend a Regent school you must have completed ONE of the following criteria:

1) Have at least a 21 ACT score, or

2) Rank in the top 1/3 of your graduating class, or

3) Complete the Regents Recommended Curriculum with at least a 2.0 GPA.

If you are not sure whether you meet the above…..see me and we can sit down and figure it out.
Many colleges and universities have a Junior Day.  This is a great opportunity for you to visit campus and meet people associated with the school.  This will help you narrow down your choices prior to your senior year.
As juniors you can take one college day to visit the school that you may be interested in.  Take advantage of it.  Please come and see me if you are interested in this opportunity to gather information about your college future.

Upcoming Junior Days:
Feb 14-15  - Tabor College

April 17 – Baker University

April 17 – KSU Open House

April 19 – Kansas Wesleyan

April 29 – Friends University (Wichita)
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Dane Hansen
The Dane Hansen Scholarship Test is a big deal for seniors.  It is available to a 26 county area and could be worth up to $4,000.  In order to be eligible you need to have a 3.5 GPA (after your junior year) and plan to attend school in Kansas.  In addition, you MUST have an ACT score.  Make plans to take the ACT at least once your junior year if you fall into this category!
Junior Checklist
Here are some things that you can be doing to prepare for college.
1)Review your courses and make sure you have what you need to graduate (from high school).

2) Take the ACT….if you need to.  Some Vo-tech and community colleges have their own assessment tool to determine your placement.
3) It is not too late to volunteer or join a school organization.
3) Make a list of those colleges that interest you in some way. 

4) Research colleges that have the majors that you are looking for.
COMING IN EARLY JAN
If you are interested in the Salina Vo-Tech option there will be an informational meeting here at the School in the library.  A rep from the school will be here to go over the various programs and share with you the admissions process.  If you are the least bit interested please stop in.  You are gathering information and not waiting until the last minute to make a decision.
How do I know what to major in?

People are drawn to certain career interests according to their personality type.  There are six general types:

Social, Realistic, Investigative, Artist, Enterprising and Conventional

To help you determine your career interests you should take a variety of classes and work at various jobs as you never know what you might like.

Ask your aunts, uncles, cousins and friend’s parents what they do at their job and what the pros and cons are.
Take an interest inventory.  I have several available that will provide feedback on your strengths and careers that will utilize those strengths!   You just have to ASK!
Kansas has a new program called the CAREER PIPELINE.  It is a valuable career resource and you can access it any time……..even after you leave high school!!!  I have had several students utilize it recently and they have found it very useful.
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Have you taken the ACT yet??
Don’t wait until your senior year to give the ACT a try.  Taking it at least once between now and then allows you exposure to the test. Those that take it more than once do improve depending on which upper level courses they take.  If you are not happy with the score you received the first time around, you still have plenty of time to retake it. Remember that magic number of 21…..that should be your goal!! It never fails the test always falls on sub-state or state sporting events so taking it early relieves some of the pressure of trying to fit it in.
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Boys State of Kansas Leadership Academy
May 31 – June 6, 2010 at KSU -  Manhattan
Are you interested in learning more about government and as well as learn about leadership?  This may be for you!!  Juniors in high school are eligible for this opportunity.  You could even earn three hours of college credit.    The fee is $300 HOWEVER the local American Legion may sponsor you if you decide to attend.  If you are interested please stop by my office or go to www.ksbstate.org
NOT TO BE LEFT OUT…..

There is a Sunflower Girls State event as well  This is held on the campus of  the University of Kansas.  I could not find the dates for the 2010 session, but will pass along the information to you when I do.

www.ksgirlsstate.org


















